Notes
writings. Subsequently he returned from the West, became a
contributor to the Atlantic Monthly> and later (1880-5) U.S.
consul at Glasgow. He died in London.
Refugio, or Matamoros, near the mouth of the Rio Grande
del Norte (the boundary between Texas and Mexico).
5.  pump.   Fire-damp and carbonic acid gas are given out
not only in coal-mines but also in many metalliferous mines.
The use of explosives, moreover, tends to diminish the quantity
of oxygen, so that often air-pumps are provided to draw out the
foul air and drive in fresh.
6.  peon. In Mexico, an enslaved debtor; the word has other
meanings in South America.
13. Intendant.  Superintendent, manager.
17.  pesos. The peso is a silver coin worth about 45., used in
most South American republics.
GUILD'S SIGNAL
Stonington. A seaside town near the eastern boundary of
Connecticut.
Providence is one of the two capitals of the state of Rhode
Island, and is about 50 miles from Stonington.
the throttle-valve regulates the supply of steam from the boiler
to the engine.
12. roundelay. A short simple song, with a refrain.
18.  commuters.  The American for a season-ticket holder.
A BALLAD OF EAST AND WEST
Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936).   Educated at the United
Services College, Westward Ho (he being the 'Beetle' of Stalky
& Co.).   After working from 1882 to  1889 as a newspaper
editor in India he travelled over most parts of the world.
He wrote two volumes of verse besides many novels and short
stories.
This ballad appeared originally in Macmillarfs Magazine,
Nov. 1889; the text here given follows the slightly different
version of Barrack-Room Ballads (1892).
The scene is laid in the North Frontier country, in the
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